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Telling Difficult Stories: Striking a Balance
Between Affirmation and Critique in Local
History
We have seen much of two types of local history in the
past decades. One type emphasizes the wonderful
and unique aspects of a place, often in the service of
commercial boosterism. Another type focuses on
exposing local misdeeds—sometimes in the genre of
romantic true-life crime stories, sometimes as a form
of moral atonement. This talk will engage the
audience in considering how we might expand the
narratives of local history by developing projects that
seek a balance between affirmation and critique.
Reynolds Scott-Childress teaches US History at SUNY
New Paltz. He has written on the local connections of
famous Americans such as Paul Laurence Dunbar,
presented at local history events such as the Burning
of Kingston, participated in studies of local
populations, and consulted on local history projects
such as that of reviving the story of Peg Leg Bates. He
works closely with students to develop capstone
projects based on local-history sources. His own
research focuses on the ways Americans around the
turn of the twentieth century created new racial
taxonomies that have bedeviled us for over a century.
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Venue Information
All conference events will take place on the 1st Floor of The Venue Conference Center at the Best Western
Plus, 503 Washington Ave., Kingston, NY.

EXHIBIT HALL and THE EXCHANGE

Exhibit hall hours:

We invite you visit our exhibitors and sponsors
throughout the conference.

Monday, September 19, 12:00 pm – 6:30 pm
Tuesday, September 20, 8:00 am – 1:30 pm
Tuesday, September 20, 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm
Wednesday, September 21 – 8:00 am – 12:30 pm

Be sure to stop by The Exchange gathering
space inside the exhibit hall to relax and
connect with friends and colleagues.
Complimentary beverages and light
refreshments will be available between sessions
throughout the conference.
Does your organization want to increase its visibility at the conference
by sponsoring The Exchange gathering space or refreshments?
It's not too late!
For information, visit APHNYS 2022 Marketing Brochure
FINAL_Revised2.pdf.

Exhibitors
New York State Archives Partnership Trust
William G. Pomeroy Foundation
It's not too late for your organization to exhibit!
For information, visit APHNYS 2022 Marketing
Brochure FINAL_Revised2.pdf.
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Conference Schedule
Monday, September 19
9:00-9:45AM Pre-Conference COncurrent Sessions
A. What is Historic About the City of Kingston?
This presentation will provide a brief overview of the history of Kingston and will function as a
primer to what attendees will be seeing during their tours the following day. Presented by Taylor
Bruck.
B. The Brothertown Indians
A lesser-known trail of tears, the Brothertown Indians, the remnants of 7 New England and Long Island
tribes, were encroached upon by European immigrants. The arrival of new Europeans caused the
tribes to look westward in the late 18th century to modern day Oneida County. About 20 years later
however, more new migrants infringed on the Indians’ settlement again pushing them further west
throughout 1810-1820, and again in the 1830s as white settlers moved, the Indians had to go westward
still, this time to the shores of Lake Winnebago, WI. Presented by Richard Williams.

10:00-10:45am Pre-Conference Concurrent sessions
A. In Defiance: Runaways from Slavery in New York’s Hudson Valley, 1735-1831
Learn about the essence of slavery, and the “fight or flight” instinct which dominated every enslaved
person’s thoughts. Gain insight into Black life in Early America from the nature of the slave system to
material culture and folk life. Presented by Susan Stessin-Cohn.
B. Stories of Marginalized Workers on the Delaware &Hudson Canal
The Delaware and Hudson Canal was one of America’s 19th century industrial enterprises that relied
heavily on the labor of marginalized people groups-immigrants, blacks, women and children. In this
presentation, D&H Canal Historical Society Historian Bill Merchant shares stories of the lives of these
workers with period images and his extensive research. Merchant also accounts the challenge of
uncovering these important stories of people largely ignored by history but integral to the story of
our nation. Presented by Bill Merchant.

11:00-11:45am Pre-Conference Concurrent sessions
A. The Fry Family Black Pioneers of Gouverneur
Appalled by the failure of the constitutional amendment to eliminate black voter poll taxes in 1846,
Gerrit Smith pledged to give land grants to two free black men from every county in the state so they
could vote. One of two men from St. Lawrence County was Flora Fry, who in fact was a black woman.
Who was she? Discover the forgotten history of a free black family dwelling in New York’s North
Country beginning in the 18th century and learn a few techniques for uncovering black pioneers in
your community. Presented by Bryan S. Thompson.
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11:00-11:45am Pre-Conference Concurrent sessions (Cont.)
B. New Historians Workshop
Are you a newly appointed historian? Do you need a refresher concerning the duties of a local
government historian? This session will review the duties and responsibilities of local government
historians in New York - and the obligations your appointing officials have toward you as historian.
The presenter will encourage audience members to share their ideas and bring to the group any
issues of concern. Presented by Ray LaFever.

12:00PM-1:00pm - Lunch

1:00pm-2:30pm - Conference Kick-Off and annual meeting (Streaming)
Welcome to Kingston
APHNYS President Christine L. Ridarsky
State of the State Address
Devin Lander, New York State Historian

APHNYS Annual Meeting of the Membership

2:45PM-4:00PM - Concurrent Sessions
A. Utilizing Social Media to Promote Your Community’s History and Movies Made Easy!
(Streaming)
Learn how to utilize social media to promote local history by uploading using digitized photos,
recording short form videos, creating posters for historical events and more. How can you reach an
audience that can’t or won’t read? Make a short video using the free platform Adobe Spark.
Presented by Matthew Urtz and Julie Madlin.
B. Remembering the Woodstock Art Colony
Augusta Allen and the Woodstock Dress-One Woman's Rise Above Hardship Within the Woodstock Art Colony
Seamstress Augusta (Davies) Allen joined the Woodstock art colony in pursuit of her creative dreams.
Her Woodstock Dress style soon was in high demand by the women of Woodstock and elsewhere.
The presentation discusses and displays the Woodstock dress and aims at underscoring the struggles
and dignity of the many women who persevered despite the challenges they faced in the early
1900s. Presented by Richard and Deborah Heppner.
Woodstock: 100 Years of the Counterculture Through Arts & Music
This multimedia presentation uses scores of rare photographs and several original short films to
explore early counterculture and explain how Woodstock came to be what it is today. It covers a
variety of topics to give attendees a flavor of the rich art and music scene within the Woodstock
colony and introduces some of its key personalities. Presented by Stephen Blauweiss.

4:15pm-5:30pm - concurrent Sessions
A. Preserving Your Photo and Postcard Collections … Practically, and As Inexpensively As Possible
(Streaming)
This workshop will provide practical guidelines for organization, storage and scanning of
photographs and postcards for preservation and use, including recommendations to reduce the
costs of materials and equipment. Presented by Mary Cascone.
B. Women in Local History
The History of the Walden Woman's Club and the Village of Walden 1909
Local civic organizations often defined and informed the development of the community. Through a
case study of the Walden Woman’s Club, we'll explore the ways in which community organizations
and their influence and be traced through the use of census records, club records, newspaper
articles, and the minutes of government boards. Presented by Mary Ellen Matise.
The Suffragist Tea Cozy Project- a Pop-up Folk Art Exhibition
Explore a pop-up folk art exhibition featuring embroidered tea cozies representing many lesserknown suffragists involved in the local fight for “Votes for Women!” Portraits were designed and
hand embroidered by historian and artist Tisha Dolton, who will discuss her research into Warren and
Washington County women involved in local suffrage clubs, how that led to the creation of the
suffragist tea cozy project, as well as the creative process of designing the patterns, embroidering
the portraits, and exhibiting during the pandemic. Presented by Tisha Dolton.

5:30pm-6:30pM - networking/reception
6:30pm-8:30pm - Dinner and Keynote Speaker

7:15 PM - Keynote Speaker
A. Rennie Scott-Childress (Streaming)

Tuesday, September 20
8:30am-9:45am - concurrent Sessions

A. The Historian’s Role in Expanding the Historical Narrative in the K-12 curriculum: New Tools for
Sharing Your Expertise (Streaming)

The NYS Archives Partnership Trust has embarked on an endeavor funded by a grant from the
Institute for Museum and Library Service, with main goals to increase access to historical records
highlighting NYS diversity, and to foster collaboration between historians and classroom educators.
Here, participants will learn about the Consider the Source Program being developed across the
state and how this program’s tools can help connect them with k-12 educators. As a result of the
institutes, we have developed several new tools to help historians provide better access to their
valuable expertise and wealth of historical records. Participants will be given an opportunity to
engage with these resources and discover new ways to share their expertise and records with
educators and students in their region. Presented by Jordan Jace.
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8:30am-9:45am - concurrent Sessions (CONT.)
B. Where Slavery Died Hard: The Forgotten History of Ulster County and the Shawangunk
Mountain Region
Participate in a screening and discussion of the 53-minute award winning documentary “Where
Slavery Died Hard.” The video grew out of one community’s efforts to reconsider the history of
enslavement within Ulster County. The film's creators have drawn upon individual stories of tragedy
and injustice but also of resistance and resilience to begin fashioning more inclusive narrative about
the region’s past, one that acknowledges that for generations the region was the home of enslaved
people and that much evidence of their lives and labors survives within the local landscape.
Produced by the Cragsmoor Historical Society, the video draws upon information collected under
the auspices of the Joint Village of Ellenville/Town of Wawarsing Historic Preservation Commission.
Presented by Jeffrey Slade, Wendy Harris, and Mary Socolof.

9:55am-10:15am - Break
10:15am-11:30pm - concurrent Sessions
A. Diversifying the Story Through Virtual Exhibits (Streaming)
Virtual exhibits provide an opportunity to bring together materials from multiple sources to expand
and diversify the stories we tell. Making the exhibits freely available to anyone with internet access
also allows us to expand the audiences we can reach. Session panelists will
share their experiences developing online content to present previously untold stories that help
broaden and deepen our understanding of the past. Featured projects include: Tales of a
Congregation: African American History through the Lens of the A.M.E. Zion Church of New Paltz, NY,
presented by the Town of New Paltz; Celebrating & Preserving Chenango County's Heritage,
presented by Chenango County Historical Society & Museum; Making History Local, presented by
Historic Cherry Hill; and Immigration in New York State, 1650-1950, presented by Empire State Library
Network. Presented by Jen Palmentiero, Susan Stessin-Cohn, Jessica Moquin, Shawna Reilly, and Ryan
Perry.
B. “Saving History: How Local Historic Preservation Efforts are Attempting to Save a Treasured
Revolutionary War Home from Destruction
The session will illustrate how a group of concerned citizens working in conjunction with their
municipal historian have been able to prevent the demolition of a treasured Revolutionary War
home in the lower Hudson Valley. Recently uncovered sources revealed the story of homeowner and
Eastchester Town Supervisor Stephen Ward, an ardent Patriot. Ward was forced to abandon his
home and spend more than seven years in Fishkill, serving both as a commissary officer in the
Continental Army and as a member of the newly formed state legislature in Kingston. The narrative
includes multiple perspectives that reveal connections to four founding fathers, Eastchester women,
enslaved persons, Native Americans, British soldiers, and Loyalists. Importantly, we will discuss how a
group citizens, working with local government, have worked to preserve the structure. Presented by
Richard L. Forliano, Joshua P. Gaccione, Elaine P. Provenzano, and Salvatore Provenzano.
Moderated by Elizabeth B. Leckie.
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11:45am-12:30pm - concurrent Sessions
A. LGBTQ Communities in Queens (Streaming)
Until the early 1990s, most New Yorkers associated the city’s LGBTQ population with the Manhattan
neighborhood Greenwich Village. The Queens Pride Parade, inaugurated in Jackson Heights in 1993
by activists Daniel Dromm and Maritza Martinez, changed this, revealing a large LGBTQ community
in the city’s most diverse and often forgotten borough. Against the backdrop of the homophobic
murder of Julio Rivera in Jackson Heights in 1990 and the controversy surrounding the Children of the
Rainbow Curriculum controversy of 1992 in District 24, this talk explores the establishment of the
Queens Pride Parade, an event that not only raised awareness and increased visibility of the
borough’s LGBTQ population but also was a catalyst in the formation of other LGBTQ groups in
Queens. This talk draws from the Daniel Dromm Collection at LaGuardia and Wagner Archives,
among other primary sources. Presented by Stephen Petrus.
B. How to Get Your Message out to the Media
History teaches lessons that are important today. We all do fine work discovering these lessons. Isn't
it time to share it with the broader community? This hands-on session will show you how to write a
press release every reporter will want to read. Presented by Christopher Carosa.

12:30pm-1:30pm - lunch
1:30pm-4:30pm - field experiences (Choose one Option)
Tour 1: Stockade District: Matthewis Persen House and Senate House
Explore the historic Stockade District in uptown Kingston to learn about the original Dutch settlement
of Wiltwyck at the Matthewis Persen House (https://clerk.ulstercountyny.gov/archives/persen-house)
and about Kingston's role as the first capital of New York during the Revolutionary War at the Senate
House (https://www.senatehousekingston.org/).
Tour 2: Hudson River Maritime Museum and Reher Center for Immigrant Culture and History
Explore the Rondout Waterfront District, Kingston’s 19th century economic engine when it was the
third busiest river port on the Hudson River after New York City and Albany and a destination for
immigrants in search of work in one of its burgeoning industries. The tour will visit two museums: the
Reher Center for Immigrant Culture and History (https://www.rehercenter.org) which focuses on
the social, cultural and mercantile history of the Rondout, and the Hudson River Maritime Museum
(https://www.hrmm.org) which highlights the industries that developed on and around the water.

5:30Pm-6:30PM - Networking/reception
6:30pm-8:30pm - annual Awards Dinner

wednesday, September 21
9:00am-9:45am - concurrent sessions
A. Peg Leg Bates Resort: The Legacy of a Black Resort in the Catskills (Streaming)
Clayton "Peg Leg" Bates was a renowned entertainer and the first Black resort owned in the
Catskills. Over the years there have been many articles in mainstream publications, anthologies,
scholarly works about Black entertainment in America, and a documentary called "Dancing Man",
that largely focuses on Bates' dancing career, the resort, and his humanitarian efforts in the
community. This presentation will tie all of these parts of Bates' life together within the context of the
larger issues of his time such as Jim Crow segregation, the Green Book, civil rights, and the Catskill
experience that was the Peg Leg Resort. Presented by Elinor Levy.
B. Rural Social Welfare: a Case Study of the Fulton County Poorhouse
Situated just outside of the city of Gloversville in the rolling foothills at the edge of the Adirondack
Park, the Fulton County poorhouse was established in the mid-19th century to provide basic needs for
the county’s indigent. Though not designed for this purpose but out of necessity, the facility also took
in the elderly, people with mental illness, and others who were unable to care for themselves. A
cemetery, marked only with numbered stones, was built onsite for those who died at the facility and
had no family to claim them. As a deeper understanding of mental illness and social welfare brought
changes in assistance programs, Fulton County struggled with its own ability to provide desperately
needed adequate care for its less fortunate citizens. This session will examine the evolution of social
welfare initiatives through the history of 18th century “poor laws,” the Fulton County poorhouse, and its
eventual transformation into the present-day Fulton Center for Rehabilitation and Nursing. Presented
by Samantha Hall-Saladino.

9:45am-10:15am - Break
10:15am-11:30am - Concurrent sessions
A. Commemorating the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution (Streaming)
America@250 and Your Community: Mining the Documents to Discover True Stories

The approach of the nation’s 250th anniversary combines with a bounty of newly accessible digital
documents to create a unique opportunity to examine our traditional local and regional stories of
the Revolutionary War. This skills session will give you a hands-on overview of where to discover and
how to organize refreshed and newly unearthed primary source stories connecting the larger events
and themes of the Revolution to your own community’s landscape and heritage. Presented by Sue
Gardner.
The Patriots Who Weren’t: Long Island and the British Occupation
This presentation analyzes how institutions shape a narrative by examining how the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) are reinterpreting the British occupation of Long Island, the oaths of
loyalty and patriotism. Presented by Joseph Vermaelen.
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10:15am-11:30am - Concurrent sessions (CONT.)
B. Digitizing Historic New York Collections to Expand Access
Throughout New York small and large organizations hold unique manuscripts, ledgers, and other
materials. The NYG&B works to digitize these invaluable records, preserving the information
contained within them. Learn the behind-the-scenes process, and how you or your organization can
participate to expand access to these important materials. Presented by Kalyn Diehl.

11:45am-12:30Pm - concurrent sessions
A. Recent Discoveries Regarding our Earliest New Yorkers (Streaming)
Recent discoveries in Madison County have broadened our knowledge of New York State's earliest
inhabitants. In this presentation, we will discuss the various Paleo Indian groups that arrived in what
was to become New York shortly after the glaciers covering our region melted. We will share details
about the discovery of a cluster of Crowfield Paleo Indian occupation sites near Canastota, New
York, along the shore of what once was Great Lake Iroquois. Dating to approximately 12,000 BP this
enigmatic culture is the rarest of all New York Paleo Indian groups. We will detail our learnings
based on 10 years of intensive surface collection, and 5 years of excavations by the New York State
Museum. We will also discuss the mysteries raised by these unprecedented discoveries, and our
ongoing work to address these challenging riddles. New York State is blessed to have a rich and
diverse Native American past. Join us as we roll back the centuries to introduce you to the Crowfield
Paleo people.
B. Italian Immigrants in Upstate New York 1875-1925
Within a span of 50 years, between 1875 and 1925, approximately four million Italians, the largest
group of any nationality, sailed across the Atlantic Ocean headed for the United States of America.
Italians brought a unique aspect to the American melting pot that continues to this day. This powerpoint program will touch on why they came, where they came from, Immigrant ports, Quarantine
Hospitals, occupations, Italians in The News (good guys & bad guys), the Black Hand Society (sort of
a precursor to the mafia), Italian-American Newspapers, Muck Farmers, Veterans, child laborers,
ship manifests and naturalization papers. Presented by

12:30pm-1:30pm - lunch
1:30pm - COnference concludes
post-conference workshop
1:30PM-4:30PM Best Practices in Surveying & Cleaning Historic Grave Markers
This hands-on workshop will introduce participants to the basic conservation treatments and
practices used in preserving historic cemeteries and burying grounds. The Old Dutch Church,
Kingston, invites us to their historic churchyard. The churchyard was established before the present
church edifice, which was designed by Minard Lafever in 1852. We will practice survey techniques,
learn about and practice safe, effective cleaning of soiled and discolored grave markers, and get a
primer on the basics of stabilizing endangered monuments. We will discuss what volunteers can
accomplish, and when to bring in a professional conservator. Be prepared to get dirty! Presented by
Zachary Studenroth. (Pre-registration is required along with a materials fee of $15)
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Save the Date!

Your ad here!
It's not too late to advertise in the conference program!

Visit APHNYS 2022 Marketing Brochure FINAL_Revised2.pdf
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