
munity in the last part 
of the nineteenth cen-
tury and the early dec-
ades of the twentieth 
century, this was the 

type of tele-
phone that 
could be found 
in nearly every 
home across 
the region. 
 
I can attest to 
this firsthand.  
My grand-
parent’s home 
in Oakdale was 
built in 1917, 
near Johnson 
City in Broome 
County — now 
a built-up retail 
market area. 
 
  It was de-
scribed as a 
semi-bungalow 
style and was 

considered modern for 
the time.  I was always 
intrigued by the hints 
of arts and crafts style 
with touches of days 
gone by.  I would still 

In the early days of 
January in 1952 a 
monumental moment 
in American communi-
cation history oc-
curred.  I know, I 
know, you were-
n’t even sent a 
notice about it – 
but it happened, 
nonetheless.  
What was that 
monumental mo-
ment, you ask?  
Well, the last 
hand-cranked 
telephones 
stopped being 
used in Broome 
County. The last 
location to still 
use those tele-
phones was in 
the Town of 
Maine, and the 
process to move 
away from one 
where the user 
had to connect to an 
operator by cranking 
the telephone to get 
connected went the 
way of dodo bird. 
 
For most of the read-
ers in the region, they 

never had the oppor-
tunity to use a hand-
crank telephone.  In 
many instances, most 
of you may never 

have even seen an 
actual telephone.  
Maybe you have seen 
a replica that can be 
purchased as some-
thing “quaint” to deco-
rate our homes.  Yet, 
for many in the com-

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Telephones 1  

President’s 

Message 

2 

Telephones 3 

Region News 4-5 

Editor’s 

Notes 

6 

State News 7 

Conference 

Schedule 

8-

11 

APHNYS 

Conference 

& Hotel 

Forms 

11

12 

APHNYS 

Dues 

13 

Leadership 14

  

THE HISTORIAN’S EXCHANGE  
A U G U S T  2 0 1 9  V O L U M E  2 4  N U M B E R  3  

When Blanche Met Up with 

FaceTime 

Continued on Page 3 



P A G E  2  

T H E  H I S T O R I A N ’ S  E X C H A N G E   

V O L U M E  2 4  N U M B E R  3  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our annual conference is fast approaching.  The 
deadline for conference registration is to be post-
marked by August 5

th
.  If you are going to be a 

couple days late, it is imperative that your contact 
the APHNYS Treasurer, Margaret Hadsell at:  
aphnystreasurer@gmail.com.  She is the only 
one that can approve a late arrival of your form 
and payment.  The deadline for the hotel 
(Desmond in Albany) is August 25

th
.  There is no 

extension for these reservations.  Contact the ho-
tel by using phone #518-869-8100.  (Do NOT use 
the 800 number originally listed on the registra-
tion form.)Provide them with the Group Code 
ZZB, which gets you the conference rate of 
$130.00. If you do not provide them with a tax 
exempt form, your charges will be higher. (Do 
NOT use the 800 number originally listed on the 
registration form.)  The conference registration 
form and the hotel form are on the APHNYS web-
site:  www.aphnys.org.   
 
It is time for a revision of the ByLaws.  The cur-
rent bylaws are found on the APHNYS website.  I 
will be emailing the proposed changes before Au-
gust 8

th
 to all those with email.  If you plan to at-

tend the conference, the proposed bylaws chang-
es will also be included in your conference pack-
et, which you will pick up at the conference regis-
tration table., and voted on during the Business 
Meeting. 
 

The speakers and their topics with the assigned 
dates and times have been finalized.  The com-
plete list is on the APHNYS website.   
 
I would like to remind you to always check the 
APHNYS website.  You can find many docu-
ments, information, etc. on our website.  Need to 
know who your Regional Coordinator is; it’s on 
the website under contacts.  Want to read past 
newsletters; check the website.   
 
I remind historians, deputy historians, and others 
to please contact me at aphnys@yahoo.com if 
there are changes in your mailing address, phone 
number, and email.   
 
Send in those conference registration forms 
and reserve your hotel room.  See you at the 
Conference! 
 
Rosemarie Tucker 
APHNYS President 

A Message from Our President 

 

Celebrating 20 years 

1999-2019 

mailto:aphnystreasurer@gmail.com
http://www.aphnys.org
mailto:aphnys@yahoo.com
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love to have the floor-to-ceiling cabinets that 
were built into the second-floor area around the 
bedrooms.  I also found the pantry with similar 
cabinets off of the kitchen as a wonderful place 
to “hang out” in the 1960s. 
 
Just off of that pantry was the entrance to the 
dining room, next to the kitchen.  That entrance 
had one of the familiar swinging solid doors of 
oak.  You could swing it open in either direction if 
you carrying a tray load of 
food or returning the dirty 
dishes to the kitchen sink to 
be washed.  I remember that 
there was a thick plate glass 
piece over the location 
where your hand would go to 
keep the door clean of the 
grunginess that would come 
from the many hands using 
the door. 
 
My grandparents never real-
ly used that room as a dining 
room, but called it the middle 
room.  It was adorned with a 
china cabinet, dropleaf table, 
desk, and several chairs – including my grandfa-
ther’s recliner.  Thus, that oak door was always 
propped up into the kitchen with a doorstop.  De-
spite my natural inclination to snoop and see 
what was behind everything, I always respected 
that space. 
 
Yet, on one occasion my grandparents had rea-
son to close the door between the two rooms.  It 
may have been at the time that they were pre-
paring to sell their home in late 1968 after living 

there for fifty years.  Things were getting packed 
up and areas were getting cleaned.  On that day, 
as I stood in their kitchen, I finally saw behind 
the door.  There to the left of the door on the wall 
was an old oak hand-crancked telephone. 
 
In all the years, I believed the only telephone 
they had was a standard black dial telephone 
that sat on top of their desk in the middle room 
(and I still have that desk today).  Yet, there 

stood one of those old 
telephones where I could 
imagine my grandmother 
cranking up to connect to 
“Central” to ask good old 
Blanche to ring up one of 
the neighbors.  That may 
be a bit simplistic, but the 
idea is basically how the 
telephones worked.  
 
Of course, they also had 
a party line where you 
had to listen to make sure 
no one else was on the 
line so you could make 
your telephone call.  We 

still had a party line in the late 1950s and early 
1960s – which went the same way as the old 
hand-cranked telephone.  Yet, from the early 
days when telephones were introduced until the 
1950s, they were a part of our culture.  I wonder 
how my grandparents would react to cell phones 
or FaceTime or Skype.  In that one moment in 
1968, their past met the beginnings of my future.  
So it goes. 
 
Gerry Smith, Editor 



P A G E  4  

T H E  H I S T O R I A N ’ S  E X C H A N G E   

V O L U M E  2 4  N U M B E R  3  

 

News from the Regions 



P A G E  5  

T H E  H I S T O R I A N ’ S  E X C H A N G E   

V O L U M E  2 4  N U M B E R  3  

 
Region 8 

The APHNYS Region 8 spring 2019 annual meeting offered several speakers the oppor-

tunity to update the gathered historians on activities and accomplishments in Jefferson, 

Lewis and Oswego Counties.  Thanks to Jerry Perrin, historians gathered in Lowville on 

June 20
th
 at the Lewis County Historical Society’s former Masonic Temple building. Guest 

speaker Hallie Bond presented: “This Region So Delightful for Ladies: Women Visit the Ad-

irondacks – from Anna Constable to Anne LaBastille.” With an introduction about historic 

structure reports, preservationist Lydia Miller guided the group through the General Walter 

Martin House in Martinsburg. That 1804 home expanded over time and offers exceptional 

Greek Revival additions from the 1830s. Today, the building is undergoing painstaking re-

pairs to bring it back to its former architectural excellence.    

Reporting by Constance Baron 
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We Want Your News!! 
Do you have a meeting or an announcement you want to reach across the state?  Sends us your 

news items to be put into the next issue of The Historian’s Exchange.  Do you have an historian 

who has been honored — then send us the information so we can spread the word.  This is our 

newsletter and the more information we have, the better we are informed and can do our jobs. 

The deadline for the next issue is October 15, 2019, and the issue will come out in November 

2019 . Send your item to Gerry Smith at historysmiths@stny.rr.com. 

Editor’s Thoughts 

As the fall conference approaches, there are many things for our 

members to consider.  There will be proposed changes to the by-

laws which must be voted upon during the Business Meeting.  

These are changes to keep our organization current.  Much of the 

leadership of the organization will be changing during the elections 

as well.   

Recently there was discussion about whether APHNYS was com-

pliant with New York State regulations regarding nonprofit organi-

zations.  As president of APHNYS at the time those regulations be-

came effective, let me reassure the members and the board that 

several of us attended workshops and read all of the material pro-

vided by the state.  We restructured the committees and instituted 

fiscal policies to comply with those changes.  This was done at the same time as we plotted our 

way back to fiscal solvency.  APHNYS has continued to follow those guidelines since that time.   

It is a difficult road that many nonprofits must walk, but APHNYS has followed the right path to en-

sure that we do the best by our members. 

After twenty years, I will be also walking down the road, as the November issue will be my last as 

your editor.  I am no longer an appointed historian, not on the board, and a new career for the next 

year will be taking me into the world of federal employment as a Partnership Specialist with the 

Census Bureau.  I will be working from home over a small regional area.  I will continue to teach 

and write about history — just not directly for APHNYS. 

I will remain an affiliate member and ready to provided advice as needed. As I write this, I am not 

even sure I will be able to attend the conference, but hoping to have one last chance as your editor.  

Thanks for all the memories. 

 

Gerry Smith, Editor 



P A G E  7  

T H E  H I S T O R I A N ’ S  E X C H A N G E   

V O L U M E  2 4  N U M B E R  3  

   NYS Historians Law 
Celebrates  

100th Birthday 

 

One hundred years ago, on April 11, 1919, 
New York Governor Al Smith signed the 
“Historians Law.” The first law of its kind in 
the United States, the Historians Law al-
lowed for every village, town, and city in 
the state to have an official historian to 
gather and preserve historical records. 

On the this episode of A New York Minute 

In History, host and New York State Histori-

an Devin Lander is joined by Clifton Park 

Historian John Scherer, Saratoga County 

Historian Lauren Roberts, and former 

Broome County Historian and past presi-

dent of the Association of Public Historians of New York State Gerald Smith to dis-

cuss the role of local historians and the integral part they play in their communities. 

 

Download and listen to the podcast here: https://wamcpodcasts.org/

podcast/100-years-of-new-yorks-local-government-historians-law/  

 

Also read the State Historian’s article about the history of the bill at this link: 

https://www.nysarchivestrust.org/new-york-archives-magazine/magazine-highlights/
summer-2019-volume-19-number-1 

 

Courtesy Office of State History, 
 Devin Lander, State Historian 

https://wamcpodcasts.org/podcast/100-years-of-new-yorks-local-government-historians-law/
https://wamcpodcasts.org/podcast/100-years-of-new-yorks-local-government-historians-law/
https://www.nysarchivestrust.org/new-york-archives-magazine/magazine-highlights/summer-2019-volume-19-number-1
https://www.nysarchivestrust.org/new-york-archives-magazine/magazine-highlights/summer-2019-volume-19-number-1
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OFFICERS 

President - Rosemarie Tucker 

Town of Groton Historian (Region 10) 

101 Conger Blvd. 

Groton, NY 13073 

(607) 280-3322 

roseingrotonny@gmail.com 

aphnys@yahoo.com 

 

1st Vice-President - Matthew Urtz 

Madison County Historian (Region 9) 

138 North Court St. 

Wampsville, NY 13163 

(315) 366-2453 

matthew.urtz.@madisoncounty.ny.gov 

 

2nd Vice-President—Raymond LaFever 

Town of Bovina (Region 4) 

2319 County Highway 6 

Bovina Center, NY 13740 

(607) 832-4609 

bovinahistorian@gmail.com 

  

Treasurer - Margaret Hadsell 

Town of Vestal Historian (Region 10) 

PO Box 251 

Vestal, NY 13851 

(607) 321-6038 

aphnystreasurer@gmail.com 

 

PO Box 55 (regular correspondence)                 PO Box 251 (fiscal correspondence)  

Groton, NY 13073                 Vestal, NY 13851 

(607) 280-3322 

www.aphnys.org 

aphnys@yahoo.com 

 

 

APHNYS Leadership 
Secretary - April Staring 

Town of Vienna Historian (Region 7)  

2083 State Route 49 

PO Box 250 

North Bay, NY 13123 

(315) 762-4262 

aprilastaring@hotmail.com 

 

TRUSTEES 

Samantha Hall-Saladino  

Fulton County Historian (Region 7) 

223 West Main St. 

Johnstown, NY 12095 

(518) 736-5667 

historian@fultoncountyny.gov  

 

Babette Huber 

Town of Victor Historian (Region 11) 

85 East Main St. 

Victor, NY 14564 

(585)  742-5065 

bmhuber@town-victor-ny.us 

 
Joe Marren 

Town of Colden (Region 12) 

Communication Department, SUNY Buffalo State 

212 Bishop Hall, 1300 Elmwood Ave. 

Buffalo, NY  14222 

(716) 941-3725 

marrenjj@buffalostate.edu  
 

John Scherer 

Town of Clifton Park Historian (Region 5) 

113 Vischer Ferry Rd., Rexford, NY 12148 

(518) 486-2041 

jlscherer@aol.com 

 

Mark Slosek 

City of Oswego Historian (Region 8) 

6 Evergreen Lane., Oswego, NY 13127 

(315) 529-2557 

markslosek@gmail.com 

 

Zachary Studenroth 
Village of Southampton Historian (Region 2) 
PO Box 2492, Sag Harbor, NY  11963  
(631) 275-3374 
studenroth@aol.com 
 
 

William P. Tatum, III  

Dutchess County Historian (Region 3) 

22 Market Street, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 

(845) 486-2381 

WTatum@DutchessNY.Gov 

 

Vacant trustee position 

mailto:roseingroton@yahoo.com
mailto:aphnys@yahoo.com
mailto:brussell@brookhaven.org
mailto:jlscherer@aol.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=116+Hampton+Road+Southampton,+NY+11968+(631&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.aphnys.org/leadership/WTatum@DutchessNY.Gov

